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Your emergency care summary

Press Release -  Newsletter – October 2012
Much Wenlock & Cressage Medical Practice is preparing to introduce Summary Care Records for its patients

In March 2010 the Primary Care Trusts wrote to patients registered with GP Practices in Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin to inform them that the NHS in England is introducing a new electronic record called the Summary Care Record (SCR), which will be used to support your emergency care.   The Summary Care Record is an electronic record which will give healthcare staff faster, easier access to essential information about your health, to help provide you with safe treatment when you need care in an emergency or when your GP practice is closed.

If you choose to have a Summary Care Record it will contain important information about any medicines you have been or are currently taking, allergies you suffer from and any bad reactions to medicines that you had.   Your permission will always be asked if anyone needs to look at information in your SCR, unless in an emergency when you are unable to give permission.   
In accordance with the Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2012/13 all patients who have been written to about the Summary Care Record should have a record created by March 2013 at the latest. As part of the local programme, Much Wenlock & Cressage Medical Practice, is now preparing to introduce Summary Care Records for registered patients and this is planned to happen in the coming months.
If you choose to have a Summary Care Record you do not need to do anything and one will be created for you.   
If you do not want a Summary Care Record you can get an opt out form from Much Wenlock & Cressage Medical Practice, once completed, return it to the practice and your existing health record will continue to be used as it is now.  You can change your mind at any time.
For more information:  You can ask for a leaflet at Much Wenlock & Cressage Medical Practice reception or phone the Summary Care Record Information Line on 0300 123 3020 or visit the website at www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk
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